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pivot fixed to the saddle in front of him, surrounds the car, accompanying it from
the gates of the town with the most deafening salutes. The rest of the procession
is formed of the regular troops, partly dressed in imitation of the English sepoys.

The Sowari proceeds to a palace, about a mile from the town, overlooking the
scene of operations, There the courtiers take their places in the galleries; in the
centre of which are two thrones, one occupied by the Eao, the other by a silver
idol of the god Kama, In front of the palace is erected a coarse effigy, made of
wicker-work, about twenty feet high, representing the giant Eavana, king of
Lunka, the implacable enemy of Kama, A dense crowd covers the esplanade,
only leaving a narrow path from the palace to the foot of the effigy. As the sun
disappears below the horizon, the Eajah rises, and, leaning over the balcony, cries
with a loud voice to a messenger mounted on a camel, " Go and ask Eavana if we
are to prepare for war." The saniwallah goes off at a gallop, and returns with a
negative answer from the god. Various other questions are then asked and
answered, all tending to show that the Eao's army is invincible, and that his
enemies, alarmed at his preparations, intend to preserve universal peace. The
signal is then given, the cannons thunder, the match is put to the combustibles
with which the effigy is filled, and the ghastly spectre of war burns and crackles
in the flames, amidst the acclamations of the crowd, It was at this ceremony
that the princes formerly announced to the assembled people and army the
expeditions which were about to take place.

What with festivities and researches, we prolonged our visit at Ulwur until
nearly the end of October; and we were on the point of starting for Delhi,-when
an official notice informed us that the Viceroy of India had just convoked all the
kings and princes of Eajesthan to an imperial Durbar, which was to be held at
Agra in November* We were strongly advised to be present at it, as there had
not been a similar ceremony since the government of Lord William Bentinck, and
as this Durbar would surpass all those which had preceded it, both in the
number of the princes who would attend in answer to the Viceroy's invitation,
and in the splendour with which it would be conducted.

The Maharao also had received an invitation to the Durbar from the Governor-
General, and was making preparations to attend it; and he invited us to accom-
pany him* This 4etermined us to go, for a journey with a rajah could not fail to
offer us some interest